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does he feel relieved and lay down his pen satisfied and liberated. Once more he has been able to confess and in fancy atone for his wrong.
What a different play Goethe had produced within a year after Gotz ! This measured limitation in time and place, this powerful unity of action, this noble tone of language, with hardly any traces left to remind us of Storm-and-Stress licence! It was a perfect companion-piece to Emilia Galotti, which it also resembled in plot, from which, however, it differed in that it was not the product merely of thought and observation, but of feeling and experience. The errors in technique are so slight that it is not worth while to stop to consider them. The fact that the servant, contrary to his master's orders, merely happens to pass through the street in which Marie dwells, would deserve serious criticism only in case it of itself brought on the catastrophe. This is by no means true. The catastrophe is most powerfully motived in itself. With the acuteness and determination of an angry avenger Beaumarchais would have found and stabbed Clavigo in any event. The trivial motive which Goethe employs to bring things to a climax is merely for the purpose of making the catastrophe simultaneous with Marie's funeral, thus enhancing the dramatic beauty of the last act. A folk-song, Der Herr und die Magd, among those he had collected in Alsatia, suggested to him the effective shaping of the closing scene.
When Clavigo was published it failed to make the impression which it merited. It was the universal opinion that it was overshadowed by Werther, which appeared at the same time, and the younger generation missed particularly the revolutionary tendency which had characterised the substance and form of Gotz. To the partisans of the Storm-and-Stress movement Clavigo seemed a reaction against Goethe's former self. While they still took delight in praising Gotz as the great model, which they sought, so far as in them lay, to equal or surpass, the poet had now started on another curve which was apparently leading him back to the old regularity of the drama and its